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How has the relationship between North Korea and Japan impacted the Koreans 
living in Japan? By Aaliah 
 
Japan's empire brought tens of thousands of Koreans to Japan mainly to work and serve 
in the army. However Japan's empire grew until 1945 brought its sudden defeat and loss 
of the empire. Koreans in Japan were free but found themselves in a country that didn’t 
recognise them as citizens, most Koreans went back to Korea but 600,000 stayed in 
Japan. This led to North Korea sending money to help build schools and business, it 
helped them build a cultural border to protect their identity and language against the 
Japanese society that sought to change and destroy it (Vox 2017). Therefore the Koreans 
must hide their identity to say state in a place where they are seen as strangers.  

In the early 2000s North Korea withdrew from the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, this 
treaty prevented countries from building nuclear weapons (Vox 2017). This meant that 
North Korea started to make nuclear weapons and they also admitted that they were 
behind some of the kidnappings of Japanese citizens. This set off a wave of violent 
attacks and hate speech against Koreans living in Japan (Vox 2017). Therefore the 
Koreans were affected because of the actions of North Korea towards Japan and they 
gained a lot of hate and were attacked because of something “their” country did. 

The schools became the next target for Japanese animosity towards North Korea. This 
meant that Korean students suddenly found themselves in the middle of this heated 
international conflict. The schools teach kids about Korean history and Korean language, 
before the students can leave they have to change out of their traditional Korean 
clothing to protect their identity (Vox 2017). Therefore old men from their community 
have to stand at every corner to make sure that these students aren’t harassed or 
bullied. 

North Korea isn’t their home country, they weren’t born there but they see it as their 
home country because the country that they were born in actively works to make their 
lives harder (Vox, 2017). Their relationship to North Korea allowed these individuals to 
maintain their Korean identify when confronted by pressure to assimilate and provided 
comfort despite discrimination by the Japanese authorities. (Markus Bell, 2018). 
Therefore because of the relationship between North Korea and Japan the Koreans 
living in Japan had a hard time being accepted as citizens and had to hide their identity 
for their own protection. 
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Explain how the creation of the India-Pakistan border has affected relations between 
people in both countries. by Ahmed 
 
India and Pakistan were divided at the end of British colonial rule in 1947. Since then, 
they've been at odds, mostly over Kashmir, a majority state controlled by India, Pakistan, 
and China. The border between India and Pakistan can be seen in space as an orange 
thread. The border is 2240km (excluding the line of control, which is a military control line 
between the Indian and Pakistani controlled parts of Jammu and Kashmir). As both 
countries are fighting for Kashmir, they have had three all out wars and skirmishes. 
Pakistan and India are not any close to peace and now they both have nuclear weapons.  
Since 1947, India and Pakistan have been locked in conflict over Kashmir, the majority 
Muslim region in the north part of India. The 86,000 square mile border was once a state. 
Now it is claimed by both India and Pakistan, although China stole the eastern part of 
Kashmir from India in the 1962 India-China War. 
This War started after the partition of India in 1947 as a dispute over the former princely 
state of Kashmir, and this escalated to three wars including China third partying between 
India and Pakistan. Overall, India gained ⅔ of Kashmir whereas Pakistan was able to gain 
⅓ , this meant that India won the war. Pakistan wanted Kashmir because it’s a 
Muslim-based state ,however, China claimed Shaksam Valley and Akashi Chin.  
 
An example of how the India-Pakistan border has affected social relations between 
Indians and Pakistanis is the Wagah-Attari ceremony. Wagah is a small village in Pakistan 
and has the main railway station between India and Pakistan. Atari is in India and is the 
only land border crossing between the two countries, 
Every evening at the heavily militarised Wagah-Attari border crossing, a remarkable 
scene comes to life. Thousands of people from the two opposing countries pour into 
stadiums built on each side of the border, just a few feet away from each other, and hold 
enormous pep rallies. 
The tension peaks as the Indian and Pakistani border guards march towards and open 
the set of gates that separate the two countries and begin the flag ceremony. The 
lowering of the flags ceremony at the Wagah-Attari border is a daily military practice 
that the security forces of India and Pakistan have jointly followed since 1959. This drill is 
characterised by rapid dances and raising the legs as high as possible. It is 
simultaneously a symbol of rivalry between the countries as well as a symbol of 
brotherhood.  This simple organised parade has been happening everyday since 1959. 
India and Pakistan both share a long history riddled with conflict and this ceremony 
binds them. 
 
The partition of India of 1947 was the division of British India Into two independent states, 
India and Pakistan enacted by the parliament of the United Kingdom. The two 
self-governing countries legally came into existence at midnight on 15 August 1947, and 
would invoke the division of two provinces, Bengal and Punjab, based on Muslim and 
non Muslim majorities by district.  
 



 

Part of India would become divided into what it is today, the Islamic republic of Pakistan 
and later to the republic of Bangladesh.  The Radcliffe line was the boundary between 
India and Pakistan. It was named after its architect, Sir Cyril Radcliffe, who, as the joint 
chairman of the boundary commissions for the two provinces, received the responsibility 
to equitably divide 175,000 square miles (450,000km^2) of territory with 88 million 
people. This forced millions of people to leave their homes to move to the other state 
depending on the majority religions.  This was the largest forced migration of people that 
was not because of war or famine. East Pakistan later split and became Bangladesh in 
1971.  
 
Many people in India felt that they did not want to be ruled by the British and wanted to 
govern themselves. They were unhappy about economic problems as a result of rules 
put on them by the British. There was also tension between the Muslims and Hindus. In 
the years leading up to independence, the idea for the new independent region to be 
divided into two seperate states - India and Pakistan was born. India was formed mostly 
of the Hindu region whereas as Pakistan was mostly Muslim areas. Religious tensions led 
to small conflicts., for example the Kashmir conflict. The partition affected the 
relationship between Hindus and Muslims. There are major tensions that have happened 
consistently between Hindus Muslims and Sikh communities p. In the 1980 there was 
violence as Sikhs wanted their own state Muslims have been victimised by the Hindu 
community in India despite this India has had a high level of cooperation with their 
people since independence given that their population is in their billions. The recent 
2019 citizen amendment bill shows tension between Hindus and Muslims, the bill 
defines illegal immigrants as foreigners who enter India without valid passport or travel 
documents. The new rules state that there will be an expectation for the major religious 
groups apart from Muslims. The Indian government argues that these religious groups 
are decreasing in number and also want to encourage persecuted non-Muslims from 
neighbouring countries to apply for citizenship in India. Since partition many 
non-Muslims fled Pakistan into India and Muslims from India to Pakistan. In 2011, Hindus 
made up around 79% of the population, but there are still Hindus living in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh as minority religious groups.  
 
It could scarcely be argued that partition has left a particularly happy legacy. In the 
Indian subcontinent the wars between India and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971 showed that 
the communal tensions of the pre partition periods has become translated to 
international level.   



 

How has the relationship between North Korea and Japan impacted the Koreans 
living in Japan? By Angelina 
 
In the 1940s, the Japanese military forcibly brought over thousands of Koreans to Japan 
against their will. After the Korean war, North Korea supported the Zainichi by sending 
money and helping them build schools and businesses which led to them building a 
cultural border to protect their identity (Vox 2017). This meant that North Korea and 
Japan relations impacted the Koreans living in Japan because staying in Japan was 
diminishing their heritage and culture regardless of the funding they were receiving from 
North Korea (Vox 2017). Therefore, when the Koreans were brought over to Japan they 
were separated from their original culture and are now pressured to accept Japan’s 
culture and way of life.   
 
Korean schools in Japan have become a target because of the problems between North 
Korea and Japan. For example, because North Korea fund their schools the Zainichi are 
loyal to them and this insults Japanese prefectures so they become a target to Japanese 
society (Steven, 2019).This means that schools will continue to lose students because 
more ethnic Koreans will choose to study at Japanese schools and the Korean schools 
will struggle to keep their school open without the subsidies that the Japanese 
prefectures give (Steven, 2019).Therefore, Japan will never accept them as a part of their 
country because they will  continue to be loyal to North Korea due to the fact they 
funded their schools (Steven 2019). 
 
When North Korea tested a nuclear weapon near Japan in 2006, Japanese prefectures 
started to decrease their funding towards Korean schools over time. Because of the 
weapon they tested near japan, Korean schools in Japan are now being affected for 
something they haven't done (Vox 2017). For example, because of this funding decrease 
the school have been unable to pay sufficient salaries to their teachers and the best they 
can do is pay them half of their salaries (Vox 2017). This meant that the school is 
struggling to pay their teachers because Japanese prefectures are decreasing the 
amount they fund each year due to the fact that North Korea tested a nuclear weapon 
(Vox 2017).  Therefore the problems between North Korea and Japan continue to tamper 
with the lives of Koreans living on foreign land. 
 
 
The Japan first party is a far-right political party in Japan founded by Makoto Sakurai and 
their aim is to restore strong military and they call for the deportation of Koreans and 
limitation to the little immigration that Japan even has (Vox 2017). For example, they have 
been known for driving around in their vans preaching the restoration of Japan’s pre 
WWll greatness meaning they want the deportation of the Zainichi in order to restore 
Japan to its previous “greatness” (Vox 2017). This means that the Japan first party 
believes that getting rid of the Koreans as well as other immigrants that live in Japan will 
restore their country (Vox 2017). Therefore, the Koreans in Japan will always be badly 
impacted by the relations between Japan and North Korea. 
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 The Trawlers impact on the seabed and other countries. By Blagovest 

India has impacted the seabed by trawlers damaging and raking its treasure.For 
example, India has been scraping and ploughing of the substrate, sediment 
resuspension, destruction of benthos, and dumping of processing waste. (Vox, 2018). 
This meant that  tons of sea life find themselves engulfed in trawl nets each year. 
Trawling has been done so intensively that it’s depleted many kinds of fish in many parts 
of the world. Catches must be strictly managed or in a few years there’ll be little 
left.(Greenpeace, 2016). Therefore,many people around the world are saying that  India is 
taking advantage of the trawlers and is only taking the goods of the seabed for 
themselves and is damaging and raking the seabed floor for no reason if they are killing 
millions of fish and not only fish and  plants that are on the seabed, 

The trawlers are taking fish from the ocean and giving it to India.For example,India gets 
35% of the fishes in the ocean and many of fishes die due to the transport because they 
need to be transported from one place from another and due to the oxygen they have 
when they are being transported.(Vox, 2018).This meant the one thing all trawlers have in 
common is that they basically core a hole through the ocean, so they catch a lot of 
things they’re not trying to catch—unmarketable fish, marine mammals, even 
seabirds.(Greenpeace, 2016).Therefore,India is getting 35% of fish that are in the ocean 
that is nearly half of the fishes in the ocean.Many people have say that they want to get 
rid of the trawlers because is unfair to other countries 

3856 Indians have been killed by the Sri Lankan navy this year just because they entered 
their territory.For example, Sri Lankan fishermen don't want Indian people to come it 
their territory because they know that they will damage their oceans with their 
trawlers.(Vox, 2018).This meant that many Indian people who enter Sri Lanka were shot 
and killed because they entered Sri Lanka's territory.It says in an article that  if any 
person dared to enter Sri Lanka they could get shot.(mea.gov.in).Therefore Indian people 
are not aloud to enter Sri Lanka's territory because they can easily get shot and die.This 
is because Sri Lanka wants to keep their oceans clean and not let the trawlers destroy 
the seabed 

References: 
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-ba
d-news-for-the-seabed/(Greenpeace, 2016).  
 
.https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-b
ad-news-for-the-seabed/(Greenpeace, 2016). 

.https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLE
D_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAVY(mea.gov.in).   

https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLE

https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-bad-news-for-the-seabed/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-bad-news-for-the-seabed/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-bad-news-for-the-seabed/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/6895/7-ways-fishing-trawlers-are-bad-news-for-the-seabed/
https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLED_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAVY
https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLED_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAVY
https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLED_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAVY


 

D_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAV   

https://mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/28841/QUESTION_NO3865_FISHERMEN_KILLED_BY_SRI_LANKAN_NAVY


 

Assess the factors impacting Hong Kong’s skyline by Emily 
 
One of the factors for Hong Kong’s skyline is Feng Shui. Feng Shui is a popular 
superstition that many people believe in which is when there is positive energy flowing 
around the city, called ‘Qi’. Going more into depth, this positive energy is said to be 
dragons flying down towards the water. This is why there are dragon holes, if they are to 
be blocked off, many are said to believe that there will be bad luck. An example of this is 
the HSBC building in Hong Kong, where the elevators inside are placed in a weird angle, 
which means that the positive energy is elevated (Vox, 2018). Of course, there are many 
more examples for this superstition, which is why multiple buildings have been built 
differently and affect Hong Kong’s skyline. 
 
Neon lights are beautiful, glowing and extremely colourful, which is why Hong Kong 
includes neon lights in the city, they are hard to ignore. These LED lights play a role of 
‘typography, illustration and graphic design’ (Neonsigns.hk, 2014). Nevertheless, these 
neon lights have been slowly fading away, because older companies decided to shut 
them off, meanwhile most individuals are bringing them back, wanting to keep the neon 
culture, as they provide many meanings and assumptions towards us. For instance, they 
give us an overlook of their visual culture and give us an interface between ‘medium, 
message and viewer’. Therefore, having these sparkling neon lights around the city they 
make the entirety of the city stand out and make it come alive. Without them, Hong 
Kong would not be in the centre of attention for their visual beauty (Neonsigns.hk, 2014). 
 
Lastly, our final factor is coffin homes - Lucky House. Hong Kong is a difficult place to 
live in, as it is known to be the most expensive country in the world (CNN travel, 2020). 
This is why a Lucky House exists, a squashed apartment where retirees, drug addicts 
and criminals usually live. But, tens and thousands of people live in these coffin homes 
because they can not afford and aren’t fortunate enough to purchase anything else (The 
Guardian, 2017). Because of the small amount of space in these homes, many residents 
aren’t able to fit in at least themselves or their own items. This affects their mental health 
and physical health of having to live in a cramped room, they wake up to the thought of 
them not being successful in life. These coffin homes are popular and the first choice for 
poverty-stricken people that live in Hong Kong. Thousands of unfortunate citizens have 
to live in these poor conditions that are below the poverty line. Hence, this makes the 
houses and apartments tightly squashed together, leaving not much space for land (The 
Guardian, 2017). 
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How has the border between Nepal and China changed over time? By Hasan 
 
The border between China and Nepal is 1,414 kilometres (879 mi) in length along the 
mountain range of the Himalayas and extends northwest-southeast direction, separating 
the south of Tibet Autonomous Region of China and the territory of Nepal. This border 
passes through the highest mountain in the world, Mount Everest. The boundaries of this 
particular border have changed dramatically over time, especially when considering 
relatively recent events such as the Annexation of Tibet in 1949.The line extends 
between two tripoints Nepal–China–India. The tripoint in the west is near the Tinkar Pass 
in Sudurpaschim Pradesh while that in the east is in the region of Mechi, Province No. 1, 
Nepal. 
 
 However, some of the most significant developments of modern times would be the 
signing of the "Agreement on Maintaining Friendly Relations between the People’s 
Republic of China and the Kingdom of Nepal" in 1956 and the "Sino-Nepalese Treaty of 
Peace and Friendship" in 1960, both of which formally recognised Tibet as a part of China 
and confirmed the limits of the countries of "China" and "Nepal" as they are known today. 
Throughout history, Nepalis traded with the Tibetans via the many border 
crossings.[citation needed] One of the most important goods traded was salt from the 
Tibetan areas. 
 
The border between Nepal and China is one of the most natural boundaries of the earth, 
due to the barrier Himalayas.The People's Republic of China and Kingdom of Nepal had 
a border dispute shortly before 1960. They resolved this by officially signing a border 
agreement in 1961. 
 
The relationship between them 
The bilateral relation between Nepal and China has been friendly and is defined by the 
Sino-Nepalese Treaty of Peace and Friendship signed on April 28, 1960 by the two 
countries. Though initially unenthusiastic, Nepal has been of late making efforts to 
increase trade and connectivity with China. Relations between Nepal and China got a 
boost when both countries solved all border disputes along the China–Nepal border by 
signing the Sino-Nepal boundary agreement on March 21, 1960 making Nepal the first 
neighboring country of China to agree to and ratify a border treaty with China. The 
government of both Nepal and China ratified the border agreement treaty on October 5, 
1961. From 1975 onward, Nepal has maintained a policy of balancing the competing 
influence of China and Nepal's southern neighbor India, the only two neighbors of the 
Himalayan country after the assimilation of the Kingdom of Sikkim by India in 1975. In 
recent years, China has been making an effort to gain entry into SAARC, and Nepal has 
continuously backed and supported the proposal to include China as a member in the 
regional grouping. Since 1975, Sino-Nepalese relations have been close and grown 
significantly, with China being the largest source of FDI, while India still remains one of 
the major sources of remittance to Nepal. Based on the amount of remittance to Nepal 
sent by Nepalese migrants working in India (amounting to nearly $0.8 billion per year), 
the government of Nepal estimate that there are around 1 million Nepalese migrant 



 

workers in India while the number of Nepalis in China is minuscule (3,500 in Mainland 
and 15,950 in Hong Kong) as of 2017. 
   



 

Assess the factors impacting Hong Kong’s urban landscape. By Ilham 
 
Feng shui is very well known and important to the people of Hong Kong- the suspicion 
that there are dragons living in the mountains are widespread, with the dragons coming 
down to drink the water. If they are blocked, many in Hong Kong and China believe that 
you will be given bad luck and the Qi (energy flow) will be cut through and destroyed 
(Vox 2018). And this is seen throughout many buildings in Hong Kong. Normally, a large 
rectangle or shape is cut through the building, leaving the dragons space to freely move 
through the country. Many buildings also follow Feng Shui in other ways. Take for 
example, the HSBC building in Hong Kong. The lobby is elevated, with the escalators 
directed in a diagonal angle, letting the Qi flow freely through (Vox, 2018). If there is good 
Feng Shui, there must also be bad Feng Shui- and an example of that would be the Bank 
of the China tower. The sharp angles of this building are said to cut the good Qi, leaving 
those in and around the building with bad luck. Strange events took place after the 
building had been finished- like the death of the governor of Hong Kong (who’s house 
sat behind this skyscraper) a year after it was completed (Vox, 2018). Feng shui has 
impacted Hong Kong’s urban landscape by changing how buildings are made and more. 
 
Hong Kong is the most expensive place to live in the entire world (Vox, 2018). Because of 
this, many residents are forced to squeeze themselves into very small apartments and 
Cage homes- which are normally about 75 square feet. They house some of the poorer 
population, and leave them forced to stay in homes that barely fit one person, a bed and 
their belongings. (Vox, 2018)Land management is a large issue in Hong Kong. Only 3.7 
percent of buildings in Hong Kong are used for urban housing, leaving not much room 
for the 7 million living there. The government also owns almost all of the land in Hong 
Kong- when it gets leased, it gets sold for prices as high as 2.2 billion USD. (Vox, 2018). 
With such expensive land costs, the cost of living is also very high. Coffin homes 
(housing that is only around 15sq) is also very wide spread because of the costs. 
(theguardian.com, 2017) This means that apartment buildings are as tight together as 
they possibly can be, poor land management being the reason why. This affects its 
urban landscapes as well- with there being apartment buildings with houses very tightly 
squished together. 
 
Neon lights are widespread throughout Hong Kong- walking down the street at night, 
you can see places across buildings and the streets (Vox,2018). It was very popular 
around the 1970’s, with neon lights being seen everywhere. (Vox, 2018). As the years 
have passed however, these neon lights have been disappearing (neonsigns.hk). LED 
lights are being used more and more because of how much cheaper and more efficient 
they are compared to neon lights. Hong Kong’s government has also been implementing 
health and safety codes for the neon lights- and many of them were violating these 
codes, and were taken down. (Vox,2018) The Hong Kong neon lights that have been 
seen through multiple movies and media across the years has had a large impact on 
Hong Kong’s urban landscape, turning the streets at night into a place of light and 
colour. 
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Assess the factors impacting Hong Kong’s urban landscape. By Katarina 
 
Feng Shui has affected Hong Kong’s skyline by following the traditions relating to 
superstitions. This superstition is the belief that there are spiritual dragons that come 
down to the rivers or lakes to drink water. If they are to be blocked as they go back up to 
the mountain, bad luck will spread to nearby buildings. (Vox, 2018) These superstitions 
lead to buildings having dragon gates to avoid cities being plagued with bad luck. For 
example, the lobby in the Hong Kong HSBC building is elevated and the escalators were 
built at an angle.(Theculturetrip.com, 2019) This meant that the bad luck or auras would 
flow past and not bump into people in the building. Therefore, a lot of buildings have 
been built in ways that affect the skyline according to the advice from Feng Shui experts. 
 
Hong Kong is famous for its neon lights. They became increasingly popular for 
advertisement around the 1950s because they were so bright and hard to ignore. 
(Neonlights.hk, N/A) These neon lights play a huge role in Hong Kong’s visual culture 
and display an array of arts such as typography, images and graphic design. However, 
that’s been changing recently, because old businesses have been shutting down and 
LED lights are slowly but surely being introduced into the streets of Hong Kong. Newer 
technologies are making their way into Hong Kong’s visual culture. Although the streets 
may be changing, there are still people trying to maintain the neon heratige that Hong 
Kong holds. In the following years, Hong Kong’s neon lights may stop appearing in its 
skylines. 
  
There are many cage homes in Hong Kong because there are so many people who are 
unable to keep up with the costs of living there. The rooms are small and there is barely 
ever any light. (Vox, 2018) As well as that, there are bed bugs everywhere. Because of 
that, the people there have a very bad lifestyle which usually leads to drug use and bad 
hygiene. (The Guardian, 2017) The rooms are made to barely fit a person, a bed and their 
minimal belongings. Hong Kong is the most expensive place to live in the world which is 
why there is such a big majority of people who live in poverty there. As a result, all these 
buildings have made Hong Kong’s skyline crowded. 
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Trawlers By Mikel 
 
After India bought new fishing equipment for themselves, the environment and the Sri 
Lankan economy suffered horribly. This equipment was a large amount of boats called 
Trawlers that were advanced and made fishing easy. However, there was a negative 
effect. For example, the trawlers had nets that fished on the seafloor, ripping it up at the 
same time (Vox, 2019). This method made India good money as they were fishing 
massive amounts of fish so their economy rose drastically. Indian fishermen moved to 
the Sri Lankan waters and started fishing there. They took advantage of Sri Lanka being 
distracted from the civil war. After Sri Lanka realised that India was invading their waters 
and tried to prevent it. The mood was tense and these countries were opposing each 
other.  Their fishermen clashed and India had about 300 injured men and about 100 men 
dead. India had much more powerful boats and Sri Lanka had just suffered from the civil 
war so they couldn’t do much to stop India.  (Fishing in dire straits 2012). India was close 
with Sri Lanka and helped Sri Lanka repair damage after the civil war, but India couldn’t 
help the poaching as their economy was in great condition. In conclusion, India was 
affecting not only their closest allies' economies but also the environment.  
 
   



 

India and Pakistan. By Mohammed 
 
The India and Pakistan border stretches at approximately 3,323 kilometres (2,065 miles) ; 
this border is really dark and has a lot of soldiers there. The border was made on the 2nd 
July 1972. This border sadly split the Indians from their second most holy religious place. 
That is now found in Pakistan. These two countries were part of British India, but colonial 
rule ended in 1947 and India and Pakistan were split in two, divided along religious lines 
by the British lawyer who hadn’t been to India before. Millions of people had to migrate 
from one country to another. After three wars they are not okay with each other still and 
both counties are armed with nuclear weapons. After the migration a lot of families were 
sadly broken and lost connection with them. This brought India and Pakistan into 
detention. And after 48 years these two counties are still in war with each other.  And no 
one has won this continuing war between them. Another thing is why does Pakistan want 
Kashmir so badly? India claims the entire erstwhile princely state of jammu and Kashmir 
based on the sighted paper in 1947. But Pakistan says that these states are majority 
Muslim population. And where China claims the Shaksgam valley and Akasai chin. And 
this war for Kashmir is still carrying on until THIS DAY. 
 
What happens on the borders everyday? 
This ceremony starts with an amazing parade by the soldiers from both sides, come face 
to face next to each other, one army on one side and the other on the other side. This 
started (this parade) since 1959 (61 years ago). Another thing is that people come from 
India to look at their second most holy religious place. They look through a telescope 
because sadly the border that breaks the two countries and blocking their way to the 
second most religious place. This border is heavily guarded and one thing i just want to 
make clear is that you can go from India to Pakistan or Pakistan to India so don’t worry 
about that. This split between these two countries can be viewed from outer space. The 
Pakistan and india borders are also known as the international borders (IB) is an 
international border running between Pakistan and india. FUN FACT! The Wagah border 
is the only crossing point of this massive border that stretches more than 3,323 
kilometres (2,065 miles). Some facts for kids on the india and Pakistan border. The border 
was made in 1947 so LONG ago. This border was made 73 years ago when your 
grandparents were still a child. A lot of people migrated (migrated means move from 
one part of something to another). Everyday there is something called a parade that 
happens at the Wagah border where the army comes and looks at each other with angry 
faces.  
 
The majority of Muslims moved to Pakistan and the majority of Sikhs and Hindus moved 
to India. The population of India when they did not split was approximately 390 million. 
2.6 million moved from east pakistan to india, and 0.7 million moved from india to east 
pakistan. (Now Bangladesh) this migration happened on 19 august 1947, deaths: 200,000 
to 2 million, 14 million displaced.  
 
In 1855: Indian national congress became the leading party in Indian nationalist. Britain's 
relationship with India was complex and many Indians, especially the rich and the bigger 



 

and much more powerful once. Believe that British rules were good for India and they 
liked it very much in the second half of the 19th century.  
In 1893: while travelling through South Africa a young man named after Mahatma Gandhi 
was thrown off a train because he said no to move off the first class carriage he paid to 
sit there and still got thrown off! And told them to go to the coloured section. 
In 1900: Lord Curzon was one of the most important victories in the history of the whole 
of India. Although he respected Indians and their language.  
In 1914: The INC were not taken seriously by successive British viceroys after 
contributing a sum of men and money to the British effort in ww1, the moderate INC 
became much more militant when Britain refused to give the Indians greater control 
over their government. 
In 1919: The massacre of unarmed protestors at Amristsar gave an opportunity for the 
charismatic leader of the INC, Mahatma Gandhi, to lead a demonstration and non-violent 
protest that would continue until 1947 when India and Pakistan was granted 
independence. 
In 1930: To demonstrate to the world the injustice of British rule, Gandhi and an 
increasing number of followers marched to the coast to collect some of the salt. The aim 
was to make Indians and the wider world think about the nature of British rule in India 
and how it was exploitation.  
In 1947: was granted two different countries and now there is India and Pakistan. 
   



 

Examine how rising nationalism could impact the North Koreans living there. By 
Oliwia 
 
Japan was once a flourishing country believed to be very powerful and wealthy however 
when their battle was lost in the second world war it took a toll on their economy fuelling 
their willingness to restore their greatness. 
 
On december 13, 1937 many innocent Chinese civilians were killed in a massacre led by 
japanese soldiers, this terrible incident included looting and forcibly bringing over 
neighbouring Korean women to use them as sex slaves, this was called the Nanking 
Massacre. (Vox 2017)  During the second world war japan was one of the most powerful 1

countries and therefore used this to their advantage committing war crimes such as the 
mentioned ‘Nanking massacre’. Japan had a very strong navy and could be considered 
one of the big 6 military powers, they wanted to expand their empire and claim as many 
countries as they could. However japan soon began to fall back after releasing the 
inadequate industrial capacity their country held, america and its allies had won the war 
and were able to dismantle japan's military and write them a constitution preventing any 
form of such great power again. This of course was a great loss to the nationalists of 
japan, what their country had worked so hard to build was now eradicated by the greater 
forces of America. Japan's history and changes their country suffered is key to 
understanding the relationship between japan and its immigrants, the Japanese often do 
not get along well with the chinese and Korean claiming that they are generally 
complaining about their actions of the past , this is the opinion that many japanese 2

people hold which leads to active discrimination against the koreans and chinese. 
However amongst these ethnic groups living in japan there is also another main factor. 
North Koreans. 
 
Japan consists of a population of around 126.5 million, amongst this an estimated 
150,000 are North Koreans forming a community of their own beliefs in Japan. (Vox 2017)
 The small bubble that is found in japan consists of a community of North koreans, the 3

border of this being made with the ideology, culture, language and history these people 
choose to practice. This small circle originated from when Japan began to bring Koreans 
over for work and military services, this meant that they had to adapt to the Japanese 
culture as well as change their names and would later gain the title of a ‘Zainichi’ Korean. 
However although these stateless koreans were under a new nationality North Korea 
began to fund their troubles sending them money to build schools, banks and gambling 
parlors, they began sending money back to North Korea establishing a stable economy 
under the name Chongryon. Yet the stability of this community would soon take a turn, 
in the late 70’s  North Korea began sending spies to japan and would use them for 

1 Vox (2017) Japan’s rising right-wing nationalism. 
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understanding of culture and language (Vox 2017)  This along with other events began to 4

spark hate speech against the North Koreans living in japan and the Chongryon lost its 
value due to bankruptcy leaving it with only a few schools with the funding slowly being 
cut off. Due to the acts North Korea had committed in the past the small bubble of 
Koreans living there are constantly discriminated against because of a country they 
believe to be part of.  
 
The oppression between the Koreans living in japan isn't just one seen by the civilians 
but also by nationalists such as the ‘Japan First Party’ who are aiming to. restore Japan to 
its once great economy, one that would bring back the power it held during its peak. 
However within this party it is important to see how they are spreading their message of 
a nationalist Japan, previously mentioned the ‘Nanking massacre’ is a large part of 
japan's history and shows the dark war crimes their country committed. However a 
history textbook created by the Japan First Party shows no mention of the horrific events 
that occurred or the women who were forcibly brought over to serve in brothels hiding 
the dark side of japan's history from the youth. (Vox 2017)  This heinous massacre which 5

is an important part of japan's past is only referred to as an ‘incident’ in this textbook. The 
Japan first party is aiming to spread the message of a nationalist economy and giving 
japan back the strength it once owned yet with this message also comes an effect on 
the few immigrants japan has, specifically the koreans, The party calls for the 
deportation of Koreans to restore theyre once glorified empire that began to form in the 
1860’s, one that would eventually begin to commit genocide in the process of its 
expansion. Yet Japan is no longer as powerful, with its constitution written by the 
Americans from their loss in the second world war nationalists want the power they once 
had back. This rising nationalism as well as its Japan First Party,  which although have not 
actively won any elections, could change the face of Japan and take its toll on the 
Koreans living there by ridding them of the small bubble they call their home in Japan.   
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How has Hong Kong’s culture been influenced by those in power? By Sabian 

One way Britain influenced Hong Kong’s culture is about their fashion For example Hong 
Kong wears some of England’s famous brands such as Alfred Dunhill, Paul Smith and 
Harvey Nichols.This meant that it reflects its love for Britains style and this meant those 
brands in England got recognised as well because Hong Kong is known for having good 
fashion.Therefore Britain has a big part in there modern day society about there fashion. 

Adding on about the red telephone boxes they are still in Hong Kong due to the fact that 
Hong Kong respects how English people made those, it is also a benefit for Hong Kong 
because it is a tourist attraction. The reason British people made them is because they 
used to own Hong Kong and they wanted to add British culture into Hong Kong  

Since China has resumed power over Hong Kong, one change has been singing the 
Chinese anthem before every news channel that started in [2017.]For example before the 
news reporter starts speaking the Chinese anthem plays but Hong Kong made their own 
anthem and protested to be heard. Hong Kong protesters went out rioting and booing 
the Chinese national anthem.  

A further way Hong Kong’s culture has been influenced was that they are still keeping 
English man made stuff.For example they still have red telephone boxes I think this 
means that they care about what England helped with. 
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Why is there conflict between the fishermen in Sri Lanka and India? By Shakeel  
 
To understand the conflict and tension between the Tamil Indians  and Sri Lankan 
fishermen we have to understand how and what started the conflict. To the financial 
crisis India faced in 1960 to discrimination and oppression of the Sri Lankan Tamils that 
eventually broke out in to a civil war. 
 
Before British colonisation India (including Pakistan and Bangladesh) had the largest 
economy in the world with most of their economic wealth coming from trade and 
examples of overseas trade as the land was fertile and the waters were full of produce. 
The Indian subcontinent was a thriving place but at the end of the colonisation the 
subcontinent was in state if disarray and conflicts soon arose.  
 
Despite the fishermen of India and Sri Lanka both being of Tamil origin soon a conflict of 
interest became apparent as in 1960 in India was in the middle of a financial crisis. The 
Indian government  began looking for ways to stimulate the failing economy and Then 
decided to use fishing exports. They gave fishermen subsidies to fishermen to buy new 
boats called trawlers.These new boats would drop nets with heavy weights attached to 
rake the sea beds. The boats had a major effect on the environment, damaging the sea 
bed depleting the waters fisheries ( VOX 2019) This only got worse as between 1980 and 
1996 marine fish production doubled. This is in a state where the total production 
increase was merely 38%. There were 2,500 trawlers in the relatively small Palk Bay Area 
therefore over capitalising the waters (SCHOLTENS, BAVINCK,SOOSAI, 2012). The 
depletion of fisheries and over capitalism forced the Indian fishermen to cross the 
borders illegally. There is also a worry that the trawlers crossing borders are depleting 
the fish in Sri Lankan waters were they are banned due to negative effects on the 
environment. 
 
During the Indian fishing boom Sri Lanka was knee deep in civil war. Armed rebels called 
the Liberation tigers of Tamil Eelam(LTTE) started taking control over large areas of land 
in the north of the country in the July of 1983.The rebels were aiming to produce a new 
country for the oppressed Tamil people, which the fishers belonged to.This caused 
problems for Tamil fishermen as the Sri Lankan government started to enforce 
restrictions on the Tamil people and the navy banned fishing. The war left Sri Lankan 
waters  open for trawlers ( VOX 2019).  
 
The roots of this war was caused by the persistent discrimination and oppression of the 
Tamil people by the Sinhalese dominated government as well many ant-Tamil pogroms 
between 1956 to 1977 and the burning of the Jaffna public library done by Sinhalese 
mobs following the years after British colonialism in 1948 ( THOTTAM, JYOTI. 2009).  The 
war ended after 25 years of bloodshed with the Sri Lankan military defeating the LTTE. 
The war had a major effect on the population and economy with 80 to 100,000 thousand 
estimated deaths during the war. ( ABC AUSTRALIA 2009 ). When the war ended the 
fishermen could resume their fishing but the water was now polluted by Indian trawlers 
as 10 Sri Lankan boats were equal to one 1 trawlers.The trawlers poaching of Sri Lankan 



 

fisheries only rubbed salt in wounds of the economic loss due to the war but the Sri 
Lankan navy was equipped to deal with poaching. 
 
The Sri Lankan navy was armed with war boats and was soon to counter the illegal 
poaching of fish. The navy began to make arrests and reply to illegal fishing with 
violence. From 1983 the total death of Indian fishermen is over 150 ( MANOHARAN, 
DESHPANDE 2018) This differs from Indian authorities which just apprehend the straying 
Sri Lankan fishermen and prosecute them but these are usually Sinhalese people taking 
part in multi day  fishing ( MANOHARAN, DESHPANDE 2018).  
 
Despite the tension between the two parties attempts have been made by the both 
governments to resolve the issues. The first major move by the government was the 
development of the joint working group ( JWG ) between India and Sri Lanka. It was 
constituted in November 2004 with the aim  to deal with illegal fishers, prevention of 
force used against them( MANOHARAN, DESHPANDE 2018)The first meeting was in April 
2005 but only at the second did actual purposes come up. Both sides agreed to examine 
the possibility of not arresting fishermen within 5 nautical miles of the border, consider 
releasing boats and fishermen,enhance coordination between 2 navies and in 2011 both 
sides agreed to that force could not be justified 
 ( MANOHARAN, DESHPANDE 2018). 
 
The conflict between the fishermen has been a long drowned out mess with a number 
of factors contributing to it. The most apparent factor would be the lack of control the 
Indian government had over the fishermen. Lack of control might be because the 
majority of trawlers were owned by capitalist merchants from non-fishing castes and 
social backgrounds such as politicians, film celebrities and business 
tycoons(MANOHARAN,DESHPANDE). The conflict is the direct result of India's attempt to 
stimulate the economy which spiralled out of  control as the produce depleted and 
opportunities to poach fish came about as Sri Lanka descended into war.  
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Examine the impacts of China building fences and roads near its border with Nepal. 
By Matei 
 
The social impacts of China building fences and roads are that the government 
protested against both India and China due to different situations. The Chinese built a 
barb-wire fence on the top of the Kora La alpine plain to sustain the Nepalese due to the 
murder of the Chinese woman in Taklakot, followed by the arrest of four Nepali 
residents, however after the intervention ofthe Nepalese Ministry of foreign affairs, the 
Chinese authorities decided to rescinde their previously given order to detain the four 
men.(KathmanduPost). For example, shown by Amish Raj Mulmi on July 14th, 2019, 
KathmanduPost, he relates about the history of the two countries that later, there was an 
agreement, based on older historical agreements such as the ones on 1961 and 1974 and 
it enabled citizens 30km from the border to cross the border without any visa or 
passports, strengthening their relations. This meant that residents were able to visit as 
tourists the nearby lands, as well as practicing their own beliefs and travelling for work. 
However, the blurred citizenship pass didn’t apply for all of the North borders, as people 
were forced to work months without stop only to be underpaid, whilst other towns had 
to close down due to a large amount of townspeople working abroad, which didn’t really 
benefit Nepal. Therefore the border’s closing had a socially negative impact of Nepal as 
there wasn’t a lot of equality shown throughout the opening of the border to immigrants 
and citizens. 
 
The economic impacts are that due to people being constrained to not leaving, it will 
lead to them not having space for travel, especially farmers that depend on their animals 
to survive. Many workers won’t be able to go abroad to look for job opportunities as  well 
as children not being able to go to school in other countries or safe travel as tourists due 
to military forces being situated for as long as 30km outside of the border. For example, 
shown by Vox in their video on November 28th, 2017, they discuss the military forces 
outside the border and how residents suffer as their children have to travel to 
surrounding countries due to the poor economy and there being little education 
facilities(schools), which leads to little knowledge on tradition and religion, which overall 
has a negative output towards Nepal. This is because farmers won’t have places to travel 
with their animals, leading to less product and less travel inside the country as to leave 
enough space for the organic compost to regrow the grass that has the nutrients 
needed by the livestock and for humans to be able to farm them. If those requirements 
are not reached by the livestock, it will eventually lead to a crisis due to no food left for 
either of the consumers. This would also lead to a worse output as traders will become 
unsatisfied, leading to them winning less income in the end, meaning that they will 
eventually find something else to trade, leading to farmers losing a lot of money needed 
to maintain their animals. Additionally, people that won’t be able to travel between the 
countries could lose their jobs and will lead to bankruptcy and poverty.Therefore, the 
fencereparating the countries would eventually lead to loss in economy, jobs and 
agriculture. 
 
The environmental impacts are that with the construction of the bridge linking Tibet and 
China to India through Nepal. However, it has affected the relation between India and 



 

Nepal due to the portion of the land used was technically under Nepal’s land, although 
India had been using the land for military purposes. With the construction of the bridge, 
some of the land was dug and reformed to create a safe passage for vehicles towards 
the countries. With the fences separating China and Nepal, many farmers are challenged 
with new risks, some listing from not enough vegetation, to pollution and landslides, 
contributing to less production. They also have to think about travel distances and the 
length of each stay, to allow the vegetation to be able to regrow the used grass by the 
livestock. For example, explained by Dhruv Rathee on May 23rd, 2020 in his video, he 
lays down arguments about both Nepal’s and India’s sides of the province land that the 
construction of the road takes place in. He explains about the troubles the construction 
faced, along with the military activity that took place in the 19th and 20th century both by 
the British and India. This would have affected the terrain’s surface, damaging it and 
making it harder for farmers to sustain their lifestyles and livestock. 
 
This is because of the transport and trade between the British and China, as well as the 
military background of both China and India. Therefore, the building of the fences around 
Nepal has additionally affected it environmentally. 
 
   



 

How have different groups of people have been impacted by the partition between 
India and Pakistan. By Yusuf 

Point 1:The creation of the border 

The partition of india which divided the country into two separate nations muslim 
majority pakistan and hindu majority india. The border was created in 1947 was drawn up 
by british lawyer sir Cyril Radcliffe (vox 2019). After world war 2 the british was in 
devastating debt and had plans to leave india as they did not have the resources to hold 
onto their colony any longer (vox 2019). Planning to leave india, a proper shift in power 
was predicted to take 5 years (vox 2019). However, the british leader in charge decided 
to rush the border and complete handing over power in 4 months. Due to this rush, Sir 
Cyril Radcliffe decided to split the country into two nations based of religion making 
muslim majority pakistan and hindu majority india and drew a border across the two 
nations and wherever there was more muslims would become pakistan and wherever 
there was more hindus would become india. Sir Cyril Radcliffe had never visited india 
prior and had no idea of the indian politics and geography(Vox 2019).This led to a 
drawing of a border made by someone who did not understand how the country ran and 
therefore led to a creation of a very flawed border.Moreover, it is clear the british should 
have taken longer yet they still rushed it and endangered millions of lives and began the 
frozen war between india and pakistan leading the two nations to begin aiming nukes at 
eachother (The New Yorker 2015). Therefore, we can see a common theme that the 
border was not created properly was drawn by someone who knew nothing or very little 
about india and its politics and all of this was rushed from 5 years to 4 months(Vox 2019).  

Point 1 part 2: The event which takes place at the border 

In the border between India and Pakistan, on one of the oldest roads in asia linking the 
two nations of pakistan and india takes place an event.People that visit this event have 
said that it could be mistaken for a sporting event(vox 2019). Indians and pakistanis 
gather on their respective side of their border for two hours cheering and celebrating 
their nationalism as a choreographed event takes places between india and pakistan. 
This event is so bizarre on one hand it is one of the most heavily fortified places filled 
with soldiers but on the other hand there is a stadium where indians and pakistanis sit 
down to cheer on their country(vox 2019). This event may look insignificant however it 
shows a mutual respect between both countries. If we was to rewind time in India before 
British rule India was a place of many cultures and religions which lived side by side and 
due to politics, propaganda and the border the countries peace has disappeared. Both 
nations are in a frozen war and hate is shown between each other and minorities in each 
country are treated disrespectfully and inferior.  

 

 



 

Point 2: The millions affected by the border. 

After the creation of the border millions had to travel across the nation to their respective 
side of the border. Millions evacuated leaving all possessions behind to begin their new 
lives. The long journey which millions of people had to endure led to two million 
recorded deaths(The New Yorker 2015). These people risked their lives to bring their 
families a better live on their respective side of the border. During this journey, men took 
advantage of women leading to "seventy-five thousand women were raped, and many 
of them were then disfigured or dismembered"(the new yorker 2015). This was a 
horrifying event partnered with the millions of casualties and an unexpected genocide 
between the muslims, the hindus and sikhs. This is one of the most unforgettable and 
sickening events in history which led to so many casualties. Furthermore, these people 
had lost land, lost access to their heritage unable to visit their holy lands (Vox 2019). In 
Addition to the millions of deaths, we have the sikhs who are now unable to visit the 
second most holyiest land in their religion. This is one of the many flaws in this border. It 
is clear that the border the british had drawn is deeply flawed with the golden temple 
being one of the many flaws. The border was the cause of so many thing like leading 
families to split, millions dying, heritages and traditions lost, land and possessions left 
behind and women being sexually abused(Vox 2019/The New Yorker 2015). 

Point 3: The politicians, The rivalry of each country and the propaganda. 

After the splitting of the countries soldier protected either side of the border 24 hours a 
day. The army taking advantage of the new beginning had used this time to manipulate 
the country using many forms of propaganda and the use of politicians twisting the 
minds of the country saying how the opposing country are corrupt. The use of 
propaganda in either country was manipulative saying the opposite country is malicious 
and are evil. You can see in videos on youtube both politicians of india and pakistan will 
try to say that the other countries are corrupt and accuse each other of stuff. For 
example, we can see that the prime minister of  India saying "We export software and 
pakistan exports terrorists" (Vox 2019). Furthermore, the people who live in india that are 
not hindu are not treated well. We can see when voting, majority of the minorities in india 
will not vote for prime minister Mr.Modi as he is the more stronger hindu identity out of 
the two politicians. Mr.modi has pushed hindu religion in school textbooks and shows an 
intensifying animosity towards muslim holy places (The New York Times 2019). As we 
can see, minorities in either country are usually not treated very well, and pakistan and 
india are in a frozen war prepared to begin at any moment. 

Conclusion  

In conclusion the creation of the border between India and Pakistan was very flawed. 
The British needed to spend more time to create a better border and should have 
brought a lawyer that had understood the Indian culture and had at least been there 
prior the creation. Furthermore, India and Pakistan are in a frozen war ready to start at 
any time and politicians have used multiple forms of manipulation such as propaganda 
and speeches to create this rivalry and hate between the two nations. In either countries 



 

many cultural traditions are gone such as Sikhs visiting their holy place or minorities not 
being treated well. The bloodbath of the creation of the border was a horrifying event 
that will be remembered in history and led to so many casualties and deaths whether it 
was rape or dying. Many families were split and many possessions and property lost. 
India and Pakistan are in a frozen war and hopefully one day peace will come where 
sikhs can visit their holy place and minorities are respected and treated equally. 
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The Impacts of China building Infrastructure In Nepal. By Zak 

The impacts of China building fences and roads near its border with Nepal: 

 
China’s continuous building of infrastructure within and on the border of Nepal is to ease 
the landlocked country out of the grasp of India.The installation of the fence on the 
border has restricted movement in land which has historically been stateless and this is 
having positive and negative effects. 
The Himalayas have always been loosely regulated and has historically been the home 
of many nomads and although borders did exist at the time nobody had the manpower 
or resources to exert control so nomads were allowed to move freely between countries 
without any worries.Nomads thrived due to this and their herds were able to graze 
anywhere however recently many have been struggling. 
 
But as China’s geopolitical stock has risen they believe it is in their best interest to 
protect its border for a number of reasons and they have not only built a fence they have 
also increased their military presence in the region due to the unrest in the Tibetan 
region in 2015 for example.As China has become a global superpower it realised Tibet is 
a region of strategic importance and has invested in more people on the ground to 
control the region.Tibet borders many other Asian nations and such as India and Nepal 
and this strategic region may prove very important in the future. 
 
 
China has started investing heavily in Nepal accounting for 90 percent of its foreign 
direct investment (DW) and they have gained a lot influence in Nepal because of 
this.Due to this heavy investment India is becoming worried about China’s increasing 
influence in Nepal.Now you may be wondering why both countries are so interested in 
Nepal ; well the truth is that Nepal is the buffer zone between the 2 countries and if 
trouble ever arises they would never know without the help of Nepal.Nepal sits in the 
middle of these 2 giants and due to its strategic position both countries rely on Nepal. 



 

Essentially both countries have realised the strategic position of Nepal and they are both 
trying to better relations with The Nepali’s.Historically India has always had a better 
relationship with the country as they shared cultural similarities however China is 
investing heavily in Nepal trying to better their relations with investments.China is taking 
a softer approach as they know that Nepali’s share a lot with their Indian counterparts  
 
Furthermore they have introduced a scheme providing a Mandarin teacher to schools 
and they have even gone far enough to pay the teachers salary encouraging more 
schools to teach Mandarin and many schools have signed up to the scheme.This shows 
how China is taking a softer approach in building relations with the Nepali people and 
government and so far it has been successful. 
Due to China heavily investing in Nepal as well as closening relations tension in the 
region is at an all time high.It has worsened significantly over the last month with an 
extremely violent skirmish which took 20 lives and this is just proof that tensions have 
increased.All of this has occurred although the 2 countries were in talks to mutual 
disengagement and this shows that the relations between the 2 countries has always 
been turbulent and always will be.However in this situation the Indians have reacted 
more aggressively promising they will react “befittingly if they have to” whilst on the 
other hand the Chinese government hasn’t released any sort of statement and has 
barely acknowledged the skirmish.  
 
This was the first time in over 50 years in which someone has died because of a conflict 
between these 2 countries and this has made Nepal a more valuable ally in case 
anything did ever become worse.Hence why China has begun investing so heavily in 
Nepal. 
 
Whilst India has become worried about China’s growing influence in Nepal they began 
the “neighborhood first” policy to better their relations with their neighbors which is in 
response to China’s heavy investment in the region.India has began to improve relations 
as they haven’t historically and they are now trying to become a more influential nation 
in the South of Asia. 
 
China has been trying to gain influence in Nepal for a long time but due to the public’s 
likeness to their indian counterparts it has been hard for them to.China has now resulted 
in influencing the public by investing in projects such as Kyerung Railway, the Madan 
Bhandari University and the Kalnki-Koteshwor road with the road having already been 
built and it has made travelling for many Nepalis a lot easier. Essentially these 
infrastructure will generally improve the lives of many Nepalis. 
 
⅔ of all goods to and from Nepal passed through Indian seaports and with such heavy 
reliance on the Indians as well as the 2015 blockade.The Nepali’s realised they had to 
have other options ;Luckily for them recently the Chinese government gave them the 
right to use 4 seaports so if anything happened again with their goods passing through 
India they would always have a plan.Therefore ensuring they would always be able 
trade with other countries. 
 



 

China granting Nepal the right to these seaports is a step in the right direction for Nepal 
and it is the beginning of less reliance on the Indians and on the other hand this however 
gives China more influence in the country.To close Nepal has been able to improve 
relations with a bordering nation (China) and now doesn’t have to rely on India for certain 
infrastructure. 
 
I have spoken about China’s heavy investment and how it has caused tension in the 
region however I haven’t spoken about how this infrastructure has benefitted Nepal 
economically.The building of these bridges and roads have encouraged trade between 
border towns and many Nepalis have utilized the price of items on the Chinese 
side.Because of the easy trade routes many people don’t have to do manual labour and 
if more trade routes are created like this more people move from working in the primary 
sector to the tertiary sector which is a positive change for the country.To conclude due 
to the building of infrastructure on the border Nepal is benefitting a lot. 
 
Now you may be wondering how does China benefit from any of this;China benefits as 
they use Chinese builders and construction companies to build the necessary 
infrastructure and this has skyrocketed Chinese construction companies with 7/10 
biggest in the world being ChineseThey have also asked that Chinese workers help build 
the infrastructure where they may not be able to find these jobs at home so China has 
been able to fundamentally boost their economy whilst still gaining more influence in 
the world community. 
 
Although many Nomads are able to make money more easily by selling goods for 
example many have suffered heavily and because of this Nomadism is effectively dying 
in the region and those who once tried to flee and escape governments are now being 
trapped by them. 
 
 
To summarise Nepal is always the winner in this scenario due to the substantial amount 
of investment it is receiving from both countries however tension in the region has 
increased because of this very reason. 
 
India feels threatened and worried by how much China is investing in Nepal when 
historically they never paid much attention to Nepal.Furthermore this tension has gotten 
significantly worse to the point there was a fight which tragically took 20 lives. 
 
China’s investment in “hard infrastructure” has bettered the lives of many Nepali’s and 
has given the Nepali government many alternatives so they don’t have to rely on the 
Indian government as much. 
 
Although in the long term China is also gaining a lot as they are able to not only boost 
their economy but to better relations with the countries all over the world (Nepal being 
only one example). 
 
 


