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Headteacher’s message
Dear School 21 Community,
You can definitely see that the weather has taken a turn for the better from our stories of great learning this week - from
hunts for mini-beasts in Year 2 to looking for examples of biodiversity in our grounds as inspiration for our biodiversity
ceramics course in Year 7! It’s been lovely to read about the students enjoying the spaces that we have in school and
beyond.
Our year 9 students are about to embark on an important next step for them in choosing their GCSE options with a
thought-provoking assembly earlier this week challenging them to think about making the best choices for the future. Our
Year 11, 12 and 13 students have been hard at work, with Year 12s completing an important set of mock exams that will help
them to aspire for amazing universities around the country and our Year 11s and 13s hard at work in ensuring that their
revision and learning is ready to prepare them for the first set of external exams that they will have sat in their school careers
in a couple of weeks time.
For all our families who celebrate we would like to wish you Eid Mubarak.
Please note that school will be closed on Monday 2nd May for the May day public holiday.
With best wishes for a sunny weekend ahead.

Dr Nicola Mason
Headteacher
Key Upcoming Dates - 2021-2022

Toy Appeal for Eid: one of our partners, Newham Community Project, are still accepting toys in the run-up
to Eid. Donate if you can. Thanks!

New Lunch Menu Week 3 - Tuesday 3rd May 2022 (Bank Holiday on Monday 2nd May)
Please be aware that food served on Tuesday 3rd May will follow the menu options for Monday 2nd May. Normal menu
options will return on Wednesday 4th May.

Primary School
A huge well done to all of our students this week - even though we were only at school for four days,
you have made sure those four days have been focused and all about learning! I have been so
impressed with the effort everyone has put into their behaviour and work this week, both in the
classroom and in the playground! Some bright spots of the week have been:
Nadia’s well crafted newspaper report based on her class book ‘A series of unfortunate events’
where she reports on a devastating house fire!
Brodie used his phonic knowledge to write a wonderful sentence in his morning work this week - and
his handwriting was beautiful as well!
Sara’s efforts with her maths facts were very impressive - building up her speed and fluency!
Sofia wrote a creative story about what she can see when she opens a mysterious door!
Amelia has been inspired by the caterpillars growing in her classroom and painted a butterfly and wrote a sentence using
her finger spaces and sounds! Great work!
Luca wrote an amazing haiku poem all about fireworks and used his decorations to enhance key words!
Cairo wrote a wonderful shape poem all about the stars that come out at night and shine brightly for us all!
Sara wrote a rocket shaped poem all about flying through the air and looking back at the sunny world!

Mrs Drummond’s Challenge
Last week’s challenge was a multi-step challenge where you had multiple constraints you had to meet to successfully solve
the problem! Well done to those who took up the challenge - Lilianna, Antos, Beatrice, Jessie and Huzaifa! This week I have
brought back our favourite logic puzzles!

Recognition
This week we celebrated our value of Humanity- recognising those students who had gone above and
beyond in showing kindness and understanding to others across the school. This might have been in their
classrooms, in the playground, in the lunch hall or during playtimes! Huda is very proud of Charlie, Afnan,
Zoya, Sofia, Bella, Chenxi, Mehwish, Ayesha, Adan, Shaista and Misha!

Our very hungry caterpillars
This week in Reception we have been delving deeper into the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar which we started learning
last week. We have been looking closely at our real class caterpillars and asking lots of interesting questions about what they
eat and how they grow. We have even taken this curiosity outside, looking for insects in our garden!
This week, many of the children have chosen non-fiction books to take home with them in order to find out more about real
animals!

Left or Right?
In maths this week, Year 2 was learning about position and direction. We worked in pairs to give instructions to move a
counter around a map, using directional language.

Maths masters!
Year 4 has been looking at multiplication of decimals this week. We have been focussing on using our place value charts and
moving counters.

Year of Reading
I am so proud of everyone for all your efforts with your reading! It has been so fantastic to see some new milestones being
reached this week! Well done to Sofia, Rahiq, Lewis, Robbie, Tanim, Omolayo, Noah, Danish, Affan, Konor, Jayden, Eve and
Lisa! Caitlyn and Bijan were able to add the books they selected to their class library today! Hopefully we have more
students reaching the 50 milestone next week!

Y2 minibeast on hunt
This week year 2 walked to West Ham park to partake in a mini beast hunt and do some pond dipping. It was a fantastic
experience to find so many things living all around us. We used classification keys and hand lenses to get a really good look
at the creatures and think about their habitats. Some of the children even found some newts living by the pond. An expert
taught us all about the different invertebrates living in our local parks. We had so much fun!

Year 3 Art Work Exhibited in Cafe Rial!
Last term, Year 3 have worked very hard on their illustrative and watercolour
painting skills to develop a project based on the anatomy of insects - inspired by
artists such as Kate Osborne.
Year 3 have drafted final pieces to be displayed in a local cafe - Cafe Rial directly
opposite the entrance to West Ham Underground Station. Please do go and support
our year 3's by seeing some of their amazing work and also support the local cafe
who has kindly offered to exhibit their work! Here are some pictures if you cannot
manage to get down to the cafe!
Address for the cafe is:
Cafe Rial
4A Memorial Ave
London
E15 3BT

Trips
Monday 2nd May: Bank holiday Monday - school closed to all students
Wednesday 4thMay: Year 1 trip to Hampstead Heath - Plant Detectives (please wear outdoor clothes!)
Wednesday 4th May: Eid free dress day, gold coin donation (No high heeled shoes)
Thursday 5th May: Year 3 trip to Science Museum
Friday 13th May: Year 4 trip to Science Museum
Monday 25th April 4:00pm: Year 2 SATs information session for parents
Wednesday 4th May: Uniform free day, gold coin donation

Middle School

Join us to hear the week’s events from 8:55am each Monday
Livestream link click here or, if this doesn’t work, click the direct link here

Slides available by clicking here

Slides include the Middle Calendar and information on upcoming events.

GATE REMINDER:
Please note that after the Easter holiday, Y7 & 8 students will have different entry gates.
Years 5 & 6 will continue to use the alleyway gate while Years 7 & 8 will use the main gates at the front of the
school and walk around to the middle school block. Thankyou for your support with this so far.

Matterhorn’s Trip to Two Temple Place
An engrossing visit to see the ceramic work by three generations of black women artists working in clay. Including the
seminal Nigerian Potter, Ladi Kwali. The students had such an incredible day out and were fascinated by the pottery on
display, and how such powerful stories could be told in art form. We also had a chance to work with clay and make our
own creations.

Year 7 Summer C21 Biodiversity Ceramics Group!
A new group for the Year 7 Ceramics group had their first lesson of the project and got straight out onto the playground to
do some observations and identify different plant, insect and tree species. What a great start for this group. Looking
forward to spending as much time as we can outside this term - biodiversity everywhere!!!

Year 5 Lion King Headdress Prep!
Year 5 have been preparing for their final draft headdress sculptures inspired by the Lion King. These should be finished
in around 3 weeks - so keep an eye out for the final pieces. Here is Matterhorn practising their painting techniques before
our big paint next week!


Above and Beyond Out and About - March Winners!
Congratulations to March’s Above and Beyond Out and About winners! Your trip to the cafe will happen very soon - is it
getting too warm for hot chocolate though??

Recognition
Congratulations to everyone whose name appears on our
recognition board this week - extra shine as it was only a four
day week! Well done for demonstrating our values of Community,
Humanity, Openness, Responsibility and Excellence.
No bronze star winners yet, however it is tantalisingly close!
Who will be the first winner in each of the Years from 5 - 8?
Watch this space next week to find out!

Secondary School

Year 9
This week Year 9 have started to consider their future aspirations. In assembly we reviewed different career paths
they may want to pursue and we looked at our options and our recently launched options website.
In a survey about careers that Year 9 said they wanted to pursue they said:

We then looked at what skills employers are looking for and how we develop these skills set areas in school.

Students are going away over the weekend to explore their options on our website.

We look forward to discussing the Y9 options with parents on Tuesday 10th May at 5:30pm.
Year 10
This week Year 10 performed their poetry Ignite poems which were learned by heart from their GCSE anthology.
This builds upon their outstanding poems in the poetry slam last year and puts them in an excellent position for
their exams next year having learnt a poem by heart. Huge shine to Year 10!
Year 11
GCSE Countdown…12 days away
This week… I have been really impressed with the work our Year 11s have produced this week and I will continue
to echo the narrative that “practise makes improvements in order to better your best”. The ambition is to aim
for the best that you can possibly be. You may not get to the very top but you will certainly do better than if you
aim for what you think you can do easily. Visualisation is also a good method of creating new habits and
increasing your work ethics to achieve your goals, so keep your mind positive to create positive outcomes and
keep a successful image of yourself to remind/focus on what you’re working towards.
I would also like to encourage parents / carers where possible to spend some quality time with your son/daughter
during any wellbeing activities whilst exploring with them; their feelings about the pending GCSE exams, the
improvements they feel they have made through mock preparation and how best they can be further supported.
External services that students have found useful are below:
Kooth - well reviewed by Six21 students!
https://www.kooth.com/
Kooth is an online counselling and emotional well-being platform for children and young people.
Sign up to speak to a fully trained counsellor online.
Mind
https://www.mind.org.uk/
A huge amount of information, advice and personal accounts of all mental health issues and how they can be
managed.
Recognition goes to: Simran Hussain - Continuously attending Study Club and creating some fantastic revision
resources and completion of school assignments.

Eid al-fitr
Eid Mubarak and congratulations to all the students on their Ramdam journey. You have shown so much
strength, discipline and determination to stay focused in your lessons while fasting. I hope you enjoy your Eid
celebrations with your family and friends.

Wednesday 4th May Bake Sale
Please come and support the year 11 bake sale. All the money raised will go towards the Year 11 prom!!
Head of year 11 Mr Bernard will be making his famous chocolate brownies and rice crispy snacks, and if any
parents would like to bake or donate please bring your treats into school and a money box will be in the front
office.
Art
Year 11 Art students have been working incredibly hard this week finishing up some of their final pieces of coursework, ready
for their final Art deadline! What an honour to have such incredibly talented young people to teach. Keep your eyes peeled
for their work after their submissions and news on their upcoming GCSE Art Exhibition!

Year 11 Group photograph
Your child will be bringing home a Year 11 order and payment group photograph envelope. If you would like to place an
order this can be made by dropping the envelope to the school office by Friday 6th May. You can also order on-line - all
information on how to order is on the envelope.

Six 21
In this section:
● Spotlight on… Chemistry
● Year 13 Key Information
● Year 12 Key Information
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all those celebrating Eid Mubarak! (Please also see the whole school
announcement re Wednesday).

Spotlight on… Chemistry
This week our spotlight focuses on some curriculum and pedagogical work the Chemistry team have undertaken
on a technique called ‘Assertive Questioning’. There has been a lot of research into this technique by Geoff Petty
and we are very excited to share the findings from our in-school trial more widely!
Assertive Questioning:
“Choosing a particularly thought-provoking question, the teacher gets a number of answers without
giving the correct answer away. The teacher then encourages the class to discuss their various answers,
and to agree, and justify a 'class answer'. Minority views are allowed, but the aim is consensus.”
The technique allowed the team to gather a huge amount of feedback on misconceptions in the class

which teachers were then able to use to inform the planning of future lessons. There are a couple of
slides below showcasing some of the activities used:

Year 13 Key Information
We are now 3 weeks away from the start of the ALevel Exams on 23rd May! We have been so impressed with how the
majority of the year group have been engaging fully with lessons, homework, revision, intervention and working towards
getting the best possible grades.
It is imperative that all students complete a minimum of 7 hours of independent work per subject, per week and we
would expect this to begin to increase each week from now until the exams. The ALevel grading system is
‘Norm-Referenced’ - this means that grades are competitive and it is not about reaching a certain standard but how a student
performs compared to other students nationally and so the more work a student does consistently in the coming months the
better their grade will be. Please check with your child each week and ask them to show you the work they have
completed, discuss their revision timetables and encourage them!

Students are receiving a lot of support in class, revision resources, structures and guided independent work - it is important
they balance rest and relaxation as well but they really do need to complete a significant amount of work.
This week students received a presentation from City University on Student Finance on Tuesday and information on how to
choose their firm and insurance choices on Thursday.
We will be sharing information regarding the exam season in next week’s Circle and will continue to update weekly - as this
cohort were unable to sit GCSEs nationally it is vital that students attend all sessions and take full advantage of the support
on offer!

Year 12 Key Information
UCAS Exams
The Year 12 students have been absolutely incredible this week and we have been so impressed with the mature and
professional way they have approached their exams! Next week there are no exams on Tuesday so that there is no risk of a
student needing to sit an exam on Eid al-Fitr.
We know that this cohort did not sit normal GCSEs and so this will be their first attempt at long, formal exams for many of the
year group. The countdown programme described above is part of our plan to help students learn how best to revise and is
supported with weekly coaching sessions on study skills, managing stress and other key issues. Students will have time after
the exams to receive feedback and show improvement before the UCAS application process concludes in Autumn term of
Year 13.
The UCAS Exam timetable is shown below.

Students need to arrive between 8:00am - 8:15am for morning exams and between 12:20pm - 12:35pm for afternoon
exams. To mirror the A-Levels and help students prepare for that experience (especially having not sat GCSEs) we
will not delay the start of an exam for late students. It is obviously crucial that students attend these exams,
however if there is an unavoidable reason for absence they must email Ms Eastmond-Scott (as well as you as their
parent emailing attendance@six21.org.uk as usual).
During the exams students are on study leave and would leave site straight after their exam, however there is optional study
on-site which students may sign up for. Students need to sign up either for morning (8:30am - 1:00pm), afternoon (1:50pm
- 3:30pm) or in-between exams (if they have 2 on the same day). If students are studying on-site and have an afternoon
exam they may take lunch at 11:45am and may leave the site as usual, however no canteen food is available. If you have
any worries about how your child is coping with the exams please contact their coach.
We will share information in next week’s newsletter with key dates and information for the remainder of the academic year
ahead of students returning to their full timetables on Monday 9th May.

