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Admission number 

● School 21 is a state-funded, independent, non-selective, mixed, all-through 4-18 school with an 
admission number of 75 in Year 7 and 75 in Reception as we expand. 

● Where the number of applications for admission is less or the same as the admission number, 
all applicants will be offered a place. 
 
Over-subscription criteria 

● Where the number of applications for admission is greater than the published admission 
number, applications will be considered against the criteria set out below.  After the admission 
of pupils with statements of Special Educational Need where School 21 is named on the 
statement, the criteria will be applied in the order in which they are set out below: 
 

1. Children who are in the care of a Local Authority  
2. Children whose siblings currently attend the school and who will continue to do so on the date 

of admission (for admission purposes, this is half, full or adoptive brothers and sisters or a child 
in the care of the Local Authority living in the same household) 

3. Children living closest to the school using home to school walking distance  (see below for more 
detail) 
 
How do we define home to school walking distance? 

● If a child’s natural parents are not living together and the child spends a few days in both 
households on week days, then the address that will be used for measurement purposes will be 
the one from which the child goes to school in the morning most often on week days. The end 
point is the main gate of the school  

● We will use the Newham Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate your child’s home 
(the start point) to school (the endpoint) walking distance measurements. For more 
information on calculation methods please see Newham’s secondary and primary brochures. 

● If the system calculates that two or more pupils have the same home to school distance (to 
three decimal places) we will use the following criteria to decide their priority: 

o For pupils who live in flats, whether they are part of a house or a block, priority will be given 
based on the floor they live on, with the lowest floor having the highest priority  

o For pupils who live in houses we will use additional decimal places. 
● To check the distance from your home to the closest schools to your home visit 

www.newham.gov.uk/schoolfinder 
 
Twins and same year siblings 

● Where applications are received from twins, triplets or same-year siblings, the following 
procedure will be followed. If one child is selected for a place within their band the 
twin/triplet/same-year sibling will be ranked in their own priority group immediately below 
children in the care of a Local Authority. 
 
Late applications 

● Application forms received after the closing dates as published by Newham Pupil Services will 
be considered late and after all applications received on time.  
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Appeals procedure 

● Parent(s)/carer(s) may appeal to the Chair of Governors in writing, within 14 days of receiving a 
letter letting them know they are unsuccessful in their application, stating their grounds for the 
appeal.  

● The appeal will be heard by an independent appeals panel, made up of three people, none of 
whom will have any connection with the school and one of whom will be a lay person. The lay 
person is someone who is aware of educational issues but is not directly involved with 
education.  

● The Appeals Panel will accept representation from any interested parties in writing or in person 
at the appeal hearing. 
 
Waiting list 

• In addition to the right of appeal, unsuccessful candidates will be offered the opportunity to be 
placed on a waiting list. The waiting list will be maintained in order of the over-subscription 
criteria set out above and not in the order in which applications are received or added to the 
list.  

• Names will be removed from the list at the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms. 
Parents must make a fresh application to remain on the list for the following term 

 
Other admissions 

● Vacancies occurring after the initial offers have been made but before the start of Autumn 
term, will be offered in accordance with the criteria highlighted above. 

● Thereafter, ‘in-year’ applications can be made via Newham Pupil Services. Places will be offered 
in accordance with the criteria highlighted above. 
 
Required documents 

● The documents listed below are required for admission to School 21. These documents will not 
be required until an offer has been made.  
 
To verify your child’s date of birth (this should show the same name as you supplied on the 
application form) 
 
One of: 

o Your child’s birth certificate (this document can only be used if the child is British)  
OR 

o Your child’s current passport (this will not be used to determine the child’s immigration status)  
OR 

o  Parent/carer’s current passport with child included (this will not be used to determine the 
parent’s or the child’s immigration status) 
OR 

o For asylum seekers only – documentation supplied by the National Asylum Support Service 
(NASS) showing the child’s name and date of birth. 
 
To verify the child’s current home address 
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One of: 
 

o A current year’s Council Tax bill addressed to at least one of the child’s parents/carers as 
specified on the application form (you can cross out the payments if you wish to) 
OR 

o A current Housing Benefit entitlement letter addressed to at least one of the child’s parents/ 
carers as specified on the application form (you can cross out the amount of benefit if you wish 
to) 
OR  

o A current rent book for council housing with the named tenant(s) being one of the child’s 
parents/carers as specified on the application form (you can cross out your rent amount if you 
wish to)  
OR 

o Your current tenancy agreement if you live in a property owned by a private landlord and the 
landlord is liable for the Council Tax. Your agreement must show that the landlord is liable for 
the Council Tax and this will be verified with the Council Tax section of your home authority. At 
least one of the child’s parents must be named on the tenancy agreement.  
 

● If you have moved from the address you stated on your application form, you must provide 
documents for the address on the application form as well as your current address.  

● If you cannot provide any of these documents because you are living with friends or family we 
will check with the council to see if we can verify your address 

 
Please be aware that supplying any false or deliberately misleading information on a school 
application form/ or supporting information may make your application invalid or lead to the 
offer of a place being withdraw 
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